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03. A Social Revolution through New Thinking......

Prof. M. Thilakasiri
Former Director-General, SLIDA
Senior Consultant, ADB, APO,
Chairman, Highflyer Global) Pvt) Ltd.

Introduction

Social revolution is a profound transformation of a society's economic, political, and social
structures, often driven by the population's shift of values, beliefs, and aspirations. A social
revolution has become an urgent need in today's rapidly evolving global landscape. In recent
years, "new thinking" has emerged as a powerful tool for driving positive social change. By
challenging traditional assumptions and embracing innovative approaches, societies can foster
transformations that are not only profound but also sustainable and equitable. This article delves
into the concept of a social revolution driven by new thinking, exploring the significant shifts that
can be accomplished through innovative new thinking processes. Employing new ways of
thinking, societies can catalyze changes that are not only profound but also sustainable and

equitable.
Defining Social Revolution

A social revolution refers to a substantial change in how society's structures and institutions
function, often leading to profound transformations in its laws, leadership, and economic systems.
Unlike political revolutions, which may involve sudden violent upheavals, social revolutions are
typically more gradual and aim to alter the social fabric of society to better align with

contemporary values and needs.
What is New Thinking?

New thinking involves a fundamental shift in how individuals and societies approach problems
and opportunities. It encompasses a willingness to question established norms, consider
alternative perspectives, and embrace creativity and innovation. In the context of social
revolution, new thinking encourages a critical examination of existing systems and structures and

the development of novel solutions to address societal challenges.

The Significance of New Thinking
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New thinking is significant because it has the potential to unlock new possibilities for social
progress. By breaking free from the constraints of traditional thinking, individuals and societies

can explore uncharted territories and discover innovative solutions to complex problems.

New thinking fosters a culture of adaptability and resilience, enabling societies to navigate the

challenges of a rapidly changing world.

Moreover, new thinking is crucial for addressing complex modern challenges such as inequality,
environmental degradation, and technological disruption. It fosters a more holistic understanding

of problems and encourages solutions not confined by traditional boundaries
The Role of New Thinking in Social Revolution

New thinking in the context of social revolution involves a paradigm shift in how individuals and
communities perceive and solve problems. At the heart of social revolution lies the concept of
new thinking, which challenges conventional wisdom and encourages innovative approaches to

longstanding issues. It advocates involves:

- Critical thinking: Questioning longstanding beliefs and practices.

- Creative solutions: Innovating beyond traditional methods.

- Inclusivity: Embracing diverse perspectives to enrich decision-making processes.
Relevant Concepts and Approaches

Several key concepts and approaches are relevant to the idea of a social revolution through new

thinking:
Systemic Thinking

Systemic thinking involves understanding the interconnectedness of various elements within a
system and how changes in one area can impact others. This approach encourages a holistic

understanding of societal challenges and the development of comprehensive solutions.
Design Thinking

Design thinking is a human-centered approach to problem-solving that emphasizes empathy,
creativity, and experimentation [5]. By focusing on individuals' needs and experiences, design

thinking can lead to more effective and impactful solutions.
Theory of Change:

This framework helps organizations and communities plan and participate in social change by

outlining necessary steps to achieve long-term goals.

12
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Collaborative Innovation

Collaborative innovation involves bringing together diverse stakeholders, including experts,
practitioners, and community members, to develop and implement solutions to societal challenges
collectively. This approach leverages a community's collective intelligence and resources to drive

positive change.
Strategies and Techniques

Several strategies and techniques can be employed to foster a social revolution through new

thinking:
Education and Awareness - Raising

Educating individuals about the importance of new thinking and its potential for driving social
change is a crucial first step. This can involve incorporating new thinking concepts into
educational curricula, organizing public awareness campaigns, and providing community leaders

and activists with training and resources.

Educational Reforms

Implementing curricula that foster critical and creative thinking skills from an early age
Experimentation and Prototyping

Encouraging experimentation and prototyping can help individuals and organizations test and
refine new ideas and approaches. Societies can accelerate developing and implementing practical

solutions by creating safe spaces for innovation and learning from failures.
Collaboration and Networking

Collaboration and networking among diverse stakeholders can help amplify the impact of new
thinking initiatives. By connecting individuals and organizations working towards similar goals,
societies can leverage their collective resources and expertise to drive more effective and

sustainable change.
Policy Innovation

Developing policies that encourage sustainable practices and technological innovation to tackle

social issues.
Community-based Initiatives

Empowering local communities to lead change efforts ensures that transformations are culturally

relevant and widely supported.
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Benefits of a Social Revolution through New Thinking

The adoption of new thinking in driving social revolution offers several potential benefits,

including:

- Increased innovation and creativity in addressing societal challenges

- Greater adaptability and resilience in the face of change

- More equitable and inclusive solutions that prioritize the needs of marginalized communities
- Stronger collaboration and community engagement in driving positive change

-Sustainable Development: Innovations in thinking can lead to more sustainable economic and

environmental practices.

- Reduced Inequalities: A shift towards more inclusive social structures can help reduce social

and economic disparities.

- Enhanced Community Engagement: New thinking encourages broader participation in

democratic processes, strengthening civil society.
Challenges of a Social Revolution
However, there are also several challenges associated with this approach, including:
- Resistance to change and the inertia of established systems and structures
Individuals and institutions often resist changes that threaten their power or way of life.
- Lack of resources and funding to support new thinking initiatives

Significant transformations require substantial resources, which may only sometimes be readily

available.
- Difficulty in measuring and evaluating the impact of new thinking approaches

- Complex Implementation: Translating innovative ideas into practical actions can be challenging

and require careful planning and adaptation
- Potential for unintended consequences and the need for ongoing monitoring and adjustment

-Complexity of Scale: Expanding successful small-scale innovations to a broader context can be

complex and fraught with logistical challenges.

Actionable Steps towards Positive Transformation

14
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To foster a social revolution through new thinking, individuals and organizations can take several

actionable steps:

1. Foster Multi-Stakeholder Partnerships: Collaboration between governments, the private sector,

civil society, and academia can pool resources and knowledge for more effective outcomes.
2. Engage in critical self-reflection to identify and challenge their assumptions and biases.

3. Seek out diverse perspectives and engage in open and respectful dialogue with individuals with

different views.
4. Experiment with new approaches and be willing to learn from failures and setbacks.
5. Collaborate with others who are committed to driving positive social change.

5. Advocate for policy changes that support and incentivize the adoption of new thinking

approaches.

6. Invest in Technology and Infrastructure: Support technologies that facilitate social change,

such as broadband internet and renewable energy sources.

7. Promote Continuous Learning: Encourage ongoing education and training programs to keep

skills and knowledge relevant as society evolves.

8. Continuous Evaluation: Regular assessment of progress and obstacles helps refine strategies

and maintain momentum towards achieving revolutionary change.
Conclusion

In conclusion, the idea of a social revolution through new thinking offers a powerful framework
for driving positive and sustainable change in society to address the multifaceted challenges of the
modern world. By embracing innovative approaches, fostering collaboration and experimentation,
and prioritizing the needs of marginalized communities, individuals and organizations can work
towards a more just, equitable, and resilient world. While there are challenges to overcome, the
potential benefits of this approach are immense, and the time to act is now. The journey toward a
transformative social revolution is complex. It requires collective effort and persistence, but the
potential rewards—sustainable development, reduced inequalities, and a more engaged society—

are profoundly significant.
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